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Questions can be sent to Charlie Diman, 

Membership Chair at 

clanmembership@clanblair.org 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SCOTLAND TRIP 

 
Trip to Scotland:  My wife and I are Celebrating our 

50th Anniversary by taking a ten day "Deluxe, fully 

escorted, small group tour" of Scotland with 

Caledonia Fine Arts Tours of Scotland.  Tour 

leader, Jeff Robertson's standard tour has been 

modified, for us, to include a number of Blair Sites 

and will end at the Blairgowrie Highland Games. 

 

If you are interested in joining us, their website is 

tours-of-scotland.com.  The final modified tour 

schedule will be on line shortly. 

 

Charlie Diman, Clan Blair Membership Chair 

clanmembership@clanblair.org++++++++++++

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

THE BLAIR-COCHRANE 

CONNECTION 

Submitted by Helen Blair 

 

The name Cochrane originates from the "five-merk" 

lands of Coueran, Cochrane, near Paisley in 

Renfrewshire though some suggest that some 

MacEacherns who removed to the Lowlands 

adopted the name Cochrane as a means of 

concealing their origins. Its affinity to the Irish 

Corcoran is also suggestive of a link. The first 

Cochrane recorded in Scotland was one Waldeve de 

Coveran who witnessed a charter in favour of the 

5th Earl of Menteith in 1262. In 1456, Robert 

Cochrane of Cochrane resigned the lands of 

Cochrane to his successor, Allan who received a 

charter of them from James II. Edward Cochrane 

(perhaps of this family) was declared innocent of 

having any part in the detention of King James III in 

Edinburgh Castle in 1482. The last Cochrane of that 

Ilk left only a daughter, Elizabeth who married 

Blair who took his wife's name and estates. Their 

son Sir William Cochrane was created 1st Earl of 

Dundonald in 1669. After the death of the 7th Earl 

the descendants of Sir William's second son became 

the Earls. Thomas, the 10th Earl (1775-1860) was 

the most celebrated chief of the Cochranes and is 

generally known as Lord Cochrane. He joined the 

navy at 18 years and became famous when in 

command of a brig he captured a Spanish frigate, 

whose crew out numbered his by six-to-one, with 

32 heavy guns. He followed this feat by defending 

Trinidad Castle against the French in 1808. He was 

returned to Parliament and was outspoken on the 

Admiralty and the commander-in-chief. He was 

deprived of his position and seat in government 

when he was prosecuted wrongly for fraud. In 1817 

the Chileans invited him to command their navy in 

the attempt to secure independence which he 

succeeded in doing. He followed by helping the 

Brazilians and the Greeks against the Turks. He was 

at last reinstated and in 1854 was made Rear 

Admiral. He also promoted the use of steam 

propelled warships while his continued attacks on 

the incompetence and navy hierarchy led to far-

reaching reforms. Dundonald Castle in Kyle built 

by the Stewarts in the 12th century was bought by 

the Cochranes in the 17th century. The Cochrane 

tartan was officially approved by the 14th Earl of 

Dundonald and Chief of the Cochranes, which 

removed the earlier doubts that the sett was 

incorrect. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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The Blair-Scott Connection 

Letter from Sir Walter Scott to Hugh Scott of 

Harden, 30 Dec 1828 

Editor of Blair Bruidhinn from Jack Blair of Perthshire, Oct 

2006, j.j_blair@tiscali.co.uk 

Allen,  

I mentioned in a previous paper that Dominique 

Marie François Rene Galouzeau de Villepin , the 

Prime minister of France, traces his lineage from 

Alexander Blair (1563c- 1615c), a younger son of 

Alexander Blair of Balthayock and his first wife 

Janet Ogilvy. Through exchange of information with 

Patrick de Villepin, their family historian, I have 

been able to amend and add to the book "The Blairs 

of Balthayock and their Cadets" under the section 

"Blair Family in France." 

 

Patrick raised a question regarding the relationship 

between Sir Walter Scott and the Blairs of 

Balthayock, as one of his forebears learned there was 

a link. Researching that, I discovered that in 1828 

Monsr. Dommartin had written from France to his 

friend Hugh Scott of Harden in respect of his Blair 

forebears. Hugh Scott raised this with his famous 

kinsman, Sir Walter Scott of Abbotsford. This 

resulted in the reply written on 30 December 1828. 

 

Therein, Sir Walter draws on the work of Sir Robert 

Douglas and thus encounters the errors made in "The 

Scottish Baronage" where Douglas was unaware of 

the first marriage of Alexander Blair of Balthayock 

and several sons from it. The "Baronage" thus 

produced an erroneous family tree based solely on 

the youngest sons by the second marriage, which 

leads to Scott noting differences between the 

"Baronage" and the French version. 

 

Scott starts by debating the origins of the family, 

suggests that it may have derived from Blair in Fife 

and notes that there was a family association with 

Constantine of Lochore back in the 13th century. I 

would dispute that geographic link but in the 

"Balthayock " book, I had noted the Constantine 

link. I have a hypothesis, yet to expound, which may 

explain the Blair I Constantine relationship through 

the Earl Waldeve. (Will leave that for another day). 

 

At the end of his letter, Sir Walter Scott suddenly 

reveals that there was a close family link between his 

and the Blair of Balthayock family. It would seem 

that his mother knew the relationship but so far, I 

have not discovered the actual link. 

 

Those on the Clan Blair Society visit to Scotland i n 

2006 will recall that they visited Abbotsford and may 

even have seen there the desk at which Sir Walter 

Scott penned the letter on the Blairs of Balthayock. 

 

Letter from Sir Walter Scott to Hugh Scott of 

Harden: 

 

My Dear Sir, 30 Dec 1828,  

 

A much slighter motive than a wish to obey your 

commands and oblige a friend of yours will at any 

time involve me in such a genealogical enquiry as 

you desire me to make respecting the families of the 

Blairs; so I send a few observations, which may be 

authenticated by further genealogical researches 

should Monsr. Dommartin require such to be made. 

 

The word Blair signifies originally Battle or rather 

field of Battle and many places in Scotland are so 

called. These like other local designations were 

assumed by the person who lived there and thus 

became by degrees converted into family 

surnames. But the numerous families named Blair 

are generally derived by Genealogists from one or 

other of two families namely either from Blair of 

Blair in Ayrshire or from that of Blair of 

Balthayock in Perthshire, Angus, and the North of 

Scotland. 

 

These two families had each a number of collateral 

relations and descendants who owned them for 

their Chiefs but they disputed violently with each 

other which of them ought to be acknowledged as 

the Chief of the whole tribe of Blair. 

 

As these two families had subsisted independently 

of each other for so many generations there was no 

means of establishing which House was the more 

honorable or ancient so  that James VI at length 

decided the controversy by directing that the age of 

the Representatives  of Blair of Blair and Blair of 

Balthayock should determine the  precedence  for  

mailto:j.j_blair@tiscali.co.uk
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